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Wher interviews were held for a! 
heudteucher und deputy head for the} 
ney HE Bic Nursery Centre in| 


_the managing body did not; 
mere ly jac shade city council members 5} 
they had four loca} residents as well! 


Community tavolvement in this! 
project, vs sine *h epened a yeur ago, has} 
wen oa Vila) component from the | 
SEGUE Us 
“pical inner cily re- 
Old Working class 
terruced houses 
High rise flats | 
are gradu: : 
their place. 


Hildficids is a 
‘developin ont Zone 
nviehbourhoods of 
ure being demolished. 
nnd a new shopping centre 


y! = Paley 
sty train 


H 
‘ 
\ 
\ 
} 
| 
' 


; ; 

Caventry wus not included under} 
the first phase of the Government's; 
urban aid progranime, but in Febru-| 


. 1968, city Was given the go-| 


nheud to build a nursery school and | 


a day nursery under the second) 
pirase. | 

Mins MM. Wi Parmer, adyriser> on 
primary and nursery schools in, 
Coventry. felt that these two separate! 
units should be housed under one 
rout. Such a phan naturally involved | 
delice  udiminisirative questions. | 
Sin lane muvserics were the respon-) 


sibility of (he health department (now | 
layeyys ine ee I CSS ae partment) and fia 
sery schools come under the educa-| 
tion Uecp: UncAL. 
Decisio: s had to be made about! 
; srtiment would administer ! 
Wourd a mutron or a 
7 “ee in Sa eee ey 


ory pari 


Souk have Maver eres 
r holidays)? Would the| 
2 tke nursery schools or! 
impose 2 seale of charges ?. 
fh igoX one to reaen agreement. 
; as decided that the two, 
Darts would be run as onc integrated ; 
unit—-henes-the decision to call it a! 


OEY ENT AEST RO) apap ies 


wale Se . 
yr hee be 


Perscrepucnine rather han a day! 
Riuirsers or nursery school [t was: 
iso cerecd taut the education depart- | 
an) ok waunister the centre. 
Rendteacher mata matron 

n charec. ; 
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“The health department insisted 


quite rightly that the head should be | 
someone with nursery school experi- | 


said Mrs Farmer. 


The decision to place administra- 
tive responsibility with the education 


ence aGaS 


‘department was influenced by the 


knowledge that most children would 
fall in the three to five nursery school 
part. The centre plans allowed the 
equivalent of 100 full-tune children: 
10 babies, 20 toddlers and 70 
“mature ” under-fives. 

However, there is full cooperation 


with the social services department. | 


They are represented on the manag- 


ing body and local health visitors are. 


in constant touch. 


Besides the headteacher, Mrs 
Margaret Johnson, there is a deputy 
head, one other qualified teacher, a 
senior nursery nurse and 12 nursery 
assistants who hold NNEB, SRN or 
other similar qualifications. 

ae city council did not make all 
decisions about the nature of the 

ce to be provided by the £65,000 

At about the same time as 
econd phase of urban aid was 
eee in.) February.) 1969. 
Coventry was invited to take part in 
a national experiment in community 
development. Hillfields was 
chosen as the focus for this project 
and close. cooperation developed 
between the two. ; 

“We had agreed from the begin- 
ning that the centre should meet the 
needs of the locality,” said Mrs 
Farmer. 

The only way to discover these 
needs was to ask. Soa public meet- 
ing was held in the area 
the centre. Primary 
invited all parents to it and the in- 
formution shop of the community 
development project and health vist- 
tors helped to spread the word. 


About 80 people attended and the 
meeting was able to nominate a 
eroup of 12 local residents to advise 
the centre on important practical 
pyints stich as hours of opening. prio- 
rities for admission wad charees. 


also | 


to discuss | 
school heads 
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Three of the group were a appointed | 
to the management committee. | 
The advisory sroup asked for the 


-eentre to be open from 7 am (half an 


hour earlicr than the day nurseries) to 
6 pm. These hours were accepted. | 
Not all the children attend for the 
whole of this time. . There are really 
three categories: those who do the 
full day, those who doa full nursery 
school day (about 9-4 pm) and part- 
timers who attend either for a morn- 


‘jing or an afternoon. 


Charges for attendance presented 
a problem. The advisory group felt 
that it should not be completely free. | 
Since the centre was going to be open 
40 weeks a year and provide break- 
fast, Iunch and tea, it could not be 
categorized as a nursery school. They 
argued that everyone should make a 
contribution. 

It was decided that) part-timers 
should pay 50p a week, nine to four | 
children £1.25, and full-timers £2.50. 
Reductions ure possible for sera te 
special need, and several. childred, 
attend free. 

One strict stipulation is that only 
children from the area known as tie | 
Hillfields triangle can be one. 
and even children of staff are not 
aflowed places unless they live in the 
ear 

But even wit thin Hillfields aot every 
child can be admitted and there ire | 
160 on the waiting list. Some parents, 
especially Asian immigrants, try to 
put their children on the list when 
they are only a few months old. | 

Decidiny priorities is difficult tor 
the headmistress. She uses the broad 
categories of need set out by the 
advisory group. The largest singic 
entegory are children from one parent | 
families.  ‘“ Eighty eS PL CONt. Or. a 
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full-timers come from broken 
homes “, she said. 
Then there are the children who 


merely need spuce to play. Chey may | 


live in the new flats oc come from a 
large family with restricted living 
space and no garden. Low income 


families, those where fitde TEnghsh ts | 
spoken and 
child are 


those with a handicupped 
also included. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61118900976 


Mrs Johnson said she had added 
to the list of priorities families in 
which both parents were working, 


and where the mother was doing a | 


socia ly useful job such as nursing. 


Most of the children who arrive at } 


he centre have never had much space 
to play in, many toys or books. It is 
a strange experience for them to be 
suddenly faced with large open play 
arcas, Wendy houses. quiet rooms for 
reading. and outside grass, sandpit 
and a little “ orchard” of a ipple trees. 


“Tt takes about three months for 
most of them to settle down” ‘said 
Mrs- Johnson. 
typical pattern of behaviour. - On 
arrival they tend to be withdrawn and 
apathetic, taking little part. in 
activities—some even try to. crawl 
under the fence and: escape... This 
gives way to a destructive phase when 
they let loose and enjoy all the space 

they never had before. 

PL nen, gradually, we start to sce 
good results,” she said.” ‘‘ They begin 
to play and talk to one another. We 

also sce physical improvement, be- 
cause they are getting balanced diets 
and learning to eat salads which most 
have not had before.” ; 

Each child’s medical records are 

obtained cen the local clinic, so that, 
for cxaimple, immunising injections 
can be completed, the medical 
officer of health visits weekly and has 
pve each child a thorough medical 
amination. As ‘a result of this 
ey have been referred to 
ecialists for chest and eye com- 
aints, hea 
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As the centre is designed to serve | 


a community, parental involvement 
In .its activitics is considered most 
important. “It is not something you 
can force’, said Mrs Johnson... So 
fur it has been very slow to develop. 

There are obvious handicaps. Hill- 
melds is an area with a transient 
population, and the turnover of 
children attending the centre is quite 
fen about 9 per cent. For many 
families their main idea is to save 


She has observed: a’ 
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for a deposit on a house and move 
out of the district as quickly as pos- 
sible. A mother bringing up a 
family alone has little time to get 


involved -in anything. outside the 
home. ; 
Sull Mrs Johnson has made a start. 


Last term. a number of mothers 
helped to organize a jumble sale to 
raise funds for the centre and ufter 
this a group began--meeting in the 


parents’ room on Wednesday. after- 


noons. oie 

eke same people don’t - -come 
cvery week ”, she said, “ but at leust 
they know this is somewhere they 
can drop in for accup of tea.” 

Less successful has been her 
attempt to start dressmaking classes. 
“JT was rather shocked by the num- 
ber of new department store clothes 
the children wore, since the mothers 
are always complaining about the 
cost of living. I thought if they could 
make their own clothes they could 
save a bit of money.’ 

But this scheme ha ad. not caught on 
at all. “{t was just my middle-class 
idea. ‘In fact, they like to buy things 
readymade.” 
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